not possible to increase the car and train capacity so much. Nevertheless, 606,000,000 more passengers were carried one mile in 1909 than in 1901, with an addition of only 5,800,000 to the passenger-train mileage.
Great economy was also effected by pooling the whole equipment of the Union and Southern Pacific systems. The Southern Pacific, prior to its consolidation with the Union Pacific, was composed of a number of organizations and subsidiary companies, many of which had their own managing officers, and were operated, in some respects, independently of one another. This prevented the effective and economical distribution of rolling stock over a large area, and resulted in the returning of many cars empty to the places where they had been loaded. The traffic demand for freight cars varies greatly in different places and at different seasons of the year, and the utmost possible economy in operation can be secured only by redistributing rolling stock, from time to time, in such a way as to place cars where, at the moment, they happen to be most needed, thus keeping them constantly employed. It costs almost as much to haul an empty car as one that is loaded, and the great advantage that a combination has over a number of unrelated or loosely connected roads is that it can distribute cars more widely, in accord-